
 

 

 
 

On the Election 
 
On the day after the presidential election eight years ago, I sat in our seminary chapel in 
Chicago. The mood of worship that day was, “The time is fulfilled and the reign of God is at 
hand!” While we stopped short of heralding President Obama as a messianic figure, we were 
more than hopeful that he would usher in a messianic age. So how did that work out? I spent 
the day after this year’s presidential election sitting in airports as I traveled to Peru.  The mood 
in the concourse was shock and uncertainty.  When I arrived in Lima, our Latin American 
partners told us they were genuinely afraid.  I trust that the future will not be as foreboding as 
some pundits and Facebook posters fear. 
 
The divisions in our nation, state, and by implication, church, run deep.  In Michigan, this was 
the closest presidential election in 75 years–10,000 votes. As Christians, we are, first, ever 
mindful that Jesus trusts us to be a reconciling people. This is our work as people of faith, 
citizens who belong to Christ. “God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us 
the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not 
counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 
We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us” (2 
Cor. 5:19-20). 
 
Luther’s explanation of the Commandments in the Large Catechism helps me contemplate 
being a reconciling Christian and Church. Of the Eighth Commandment (You shall not bear false 
witness), for example, Luther writes: “No one shall use the tongue to harm a neighbor, whether 
friend or foe.  No one shall say anything evil of a neighbor, whether it is true or false, unless it is 
done with proper authority for that person’s improvement. Rather, we should use our tongue 
to speak only the best about all people, to cover the sins and infirmities of our neighbors, to 
justify their actions and to cloak and veil them with our own honor. Our chief reason for doing 
this is the one that Christ has given in the gospel and in which he means to encompass all the 
commandments concerning our neighbor, ‘In everything do to others as you would have them 
do to you’ (Matt. 7:12).”  
 
Second, we are to pray in particular for our leaders. In First Timothy, we read: “I urge that 
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings and all 
who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and 
dignity” (2:1-2).  Explaining the fourth petition of the Lord’s Prayer (daily bread), Luther writes 
in the Large Catechism: “Indeed, the greatest need of all is to pray for the civil authorities and 
the government, for it is chiefly through them that God provides us daily bread and all the 
comforts of this life. Although we have received from God all good things in abundance, we 
cannot retain any of them or enjoy them in security and happiness were God not to give us a 
stable, peaceful government.   For where dissension, strife, and war prevail, there daily bread is 
already taken away or reduced.” 
 



 

 

Third, we are to stand with “the least of these.” I find it interesting that, in Matthew’s Gospel, 
while Jesus’ Great Commission is to make disciples, baptize, and teach, when Jesus comes in 
glory, he will judge according to whether we fed the hungry, gave the thirsty something to 
drink, clothed the naked, welcomed strangers, and visited those in prison (Matthew 25:31-46; 
28:18-20). Of the fifth commandment (You shall not kill), Luther writes: “If you send a naked 
person away when you could have clothed him, you have let him freeze to death. If you see 
anyone suffering from hunger and do not feed her, you have let her starve.… it will be of no 
help for you to use the excuse that you did not assist in their deaths by word or deed, for you 
have withheld your love from them and robbed them of the kindness by means of which their 
lives might have been saved.” 
 
Reconciliation, prayer, solidarity with the least of these–an incomplete list, for sure.  In this and 
every election, we cling to the good news that, as electorates swing to the left and to the right, 
as governments rise and fall, the reign of Christ is eternal. And Christ intends to reign in our 
nation and in the world, as well as in our church and in our hearts. We do well to gather around 
Jesus present in Word and Sacrament. We do well to dig deeply into sacred scripture together 
so that we can name and claim the values of Jesus as they are expressed in the Bible.  
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