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From Ginaõs desk: At the table 

Dear ELCA World Hunger Leaders and Friends, 

My year of service with ELCA World Hunger through the Lutheran Vol-

unteer Corps (LVC) is coming to a close. I am thankful for the experienc-

es Iõve shared with the ELCA World Hunger team, with many of you, and 

with my fellow Lutheran Volunteer Corps members.  

This year, a significant part of forming intentional community with my 

LVC housemates was sharing meals. The LVC commitment entails shar-

ing resources and responsibilities with your house. One way we did this was to take turns cooking 

dinner for each other and sharing the meal together around the same table.  The conversation 

around our table ranged from reviewing the latest episodes of our favorite TV shows to venting 

about challenges or celebrating workplace accomplishments to digging into issues of social justice 

and sustainability. Around the table we learned to listen to each other and to hear each otherõs per-

spectives and needs. We lived into the tension of sitting around the table with diverse opinions and 

backgrounds. We moved from being strangers to being in community. 

Last week, I had the opportunity to attend my first ELCA Youth Gathering as part of the ELCA 

World Hunger team at Walk for Water. In addition to hosting thousands of youth in the Walk for 

Water space over the course of the event, I was also able to attend several of the evening òMain 

Stage Eventsó at Ford Field in Detroit. Pastor Emily Scott spoke to the crowd of 30,000 one night. 

Pastor Emily founded St. Lydiaõs in Brooklyn, N.Y., a congregation that worships around a table 

through what they call òDinner Church.ó Emily shared that she is captivated by this question: Why 

arenõt we all around one table? 

In the last few days I too have become captivated by this question. Why arenõt we all at the same 

table? What if we truly followed Jesusõ example and always had an open seat at our table for neigh-

bors near and far? What if we put our trust in Godõs abundance and practiced the hospitality to 

which we are called? As our very own Mikka McCracken shared at Ford Field, òWe produce one 

and a half times enough food to feed every person on the planet. Yet, 1 billion people in the world 

experience food insecurity. Hunger is not caused by scarcity. Hunger is caused by inequality.ó 

If we were all around one table, we could be equals. If we were all around one table, we would see 

and be seen more fully. We could hear the needs and dreams of those around us and better accom-

pany each other in our journeys. If we were all around one table, we would all be fed.  

In peace, 

 

 

Gina Tonn 

Program Assistant, ELCA World Hunger  
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ELCA World Hungerõs Walk for Water 

ELCA Youth Gathering - Detroit  

July 15-19, 2015 

 

Attendees of the ELCA Youth Gathering in Detroit were 

invited to participate in ELCA World Hungerõs Walk for Wa-

ter. Youth and adults alike experienced just a taste of what it 

would be like if we had to travel to collect water for our-

selves every day, like so many people around the world do. 

At the ELCA World Hunger space, Gathering attendees car-

ried a 5-gallon, 40-pound jerry can  of water around a 1/10th 

mile track. A handful of 

walkers took on the challenge to walk 37 laps - equal to 3.7 miles, or the average 

distance women in Sub-Saharan Africa walk to collect water each day. Following 

the stories of people in countries around the world where ELCA World Hunger 

supports water-related projects, participants learned that our ministry is about 

much more than safe drinking water. Our work together also supports sustaina-

ble livelihood, gender equality, sanitation, health and the opportunity for chil-

dren - especially girls - to get an education.  

After our week in Detroit and thanks to the generosity 

of so many individuals, youth groups and congrega-

tions, ELCA World Hungerõs Walk for Water has 

raised over $402,000 toward our $500,000 goal. With 

our generous dollar-for-dollar match, that amount is 

doubled. Thank you!! 

The Walk for Water isnõt over yet! Our efforts to sup-

port water-related projects continue through the end 

of 2015. Bring the Walk for Water track experience home to your congregation with our Do-

It-Yourself brochure, available for download online. The Rise Up Together Tour will also be 

supporting ELCA World Hungerõs Walk for Water. See page 3 of Go and Do News to learn 

about the tour.   

See more pictures and stories from the event online. 

 

Bishop Eaton joined the ELCA World Hunger team at the Walk 

for Water on opening day.  

Above: Showing off a 3.7 button after 

walking 37 laps, equal to 3.7 miles, with a 

jerry can.  

Left & above: Youth stop at the Clinic to learn 

about water-related illnesses, such as malaria and 

diarrhea. 

Below: Stopping in the òheat 

tentó along the track. 

http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/ELCAWFWDoItYourself.pdf?_ga=1.15480502.1231352234.1415200018s
https://storify.com/ELCAWorldHunger/elca-world-hunger-s-walk-for-water

